
There is no one way to pick a jury or
try a case. Every trial lawyer has a style
and approach that is unique to them. It is
developed over years of practice and is
constantly evolving. Sometimes we have
to modify our approach to trying cases
based on the jurisdiction we are in, the
political climate at the time, or simply 
the changing times. Even advancements
made in technology cause us to adjust
how we present evidence and argue our
cases.

In this issue, we will learn how some
of our association’s most skilled attorneys
are advancing their trial techniques at
every stage of the trial – from how to
select a jury to delivering a closing argu-
ment. We begin with voir dire.

David Hoffman sets the stage with
his article, Jury selection for civil trials: A
primer. Hoffman’s treatise points us to the
legal source of some of the most critical
components of jury selection. This
includes examining the qualifications to
be a trial juror and how to intelligently
exercise peremptory/cause challenges.

Next we have Brian Panish, Larry
Hall and Adam Shea, some of this centu-
ry’s most talented trial lawyers, discussing
the psychology of today’s jurors – how
they think and what drives their decision
making. In their article, Jury selection for
the 21st century, these authors offer useful
tips on how to get the critical information
needed from the jurors in order to build
the panel best suited for your case.  

In his article, Don’t let the court ruin
your jury selection, Tony Stuart identifies
the most common incorrect rulings made
during jury selection. Stuart, a former
CAALA president who now consults on
jury selection, then outlines arguments
that may help you convince your court
not to make them. This includes the 
blanket limitation during jury selection
to a set time period and the regular
refusal of the use of jury questionnaires.

Dan Ambrose and Stephen King
introduce us to a new and innovative way
of selecting a jury. This method focuses
on strict issue framing, channeling emo-
tion and sticking to the script. It is
unconventional, but battle tested. Many
trial lawyers have begun to employ these
techniques and have achieved positive
results.

Jack Denove gives a complete
overview of jury selection in his aptly
titled article Everything you wanted to know
about voir dire. It is informative, humor-
ous and wonderfully written. 

Carl Douglas looks at police-miscon-
duct cases in Everybody’s watching: The new
reality of excessive force cases. Specifically,
he addresses how changes in technology
and the use of video cameras have influ-
enced not only how jurors see our cases,
but how we try them.  

Next we explore direct examination
and damages. Christa Ramey tackles
direct examination head on in her article,
Direct examination: Telling the story.  Christa
makes the point that your direct examina-
tion has to flow in a well-structured man-
ner so as to inform, not confuse.  It has a
beginning, middle and end.

Geoffrey Wells offers his approach
on how to argue general damages at
trial.  Geoff takes us through general
considerations such as not over-reaching
with your general damages argument if
liability is thin; he then looks at CACI
instructions and what you need to teach
the jury about completing the verdict
form.

Rounding out this issue with discus-
sions of closing argument are Mike Alder
and Genie Harrison. 

Harrison offers her thoughts on how
to best connect with the jury during clos-
ing.  She believes this is the opportunity
to support your “plaintiff jurors” with
ammunition they can use during delibera-
tions.  

Alder masterfully outlines closing
arguments in personal injury cases, start-
ing with your explanation of the jury
instructions and then focusing on how to
best ask for the amount of economic and
general damages you want them to
award.

Finally, no trial team is complete
without the assistance of the paralegals,
law clerks and legal assistants. Rose
Gutierrez provides useful tips to legal
support staff in her article How to support
attorneys engaged in trial.

After reading this issue, it is my
hope that you not only pick up new tech-
niques to advance your skills and try your
cases, but that you feel inspired to reach
outside of your comfort zone and employ
some of these techniques in your next
trial. With the world evolving, so 
should we.  
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